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Undergraduate Program for English Majors

1. Academic Objectives

The School of Foreign Languages of China University of Geosciences (Beijing) (CUGB) was
originally known as the Department of Foreign Languages. It was established as the Foreign
Language Teaching and Research Section of the Department of Basic Courses of CUGB in 1993
and renamed as the School of Foreign Languages in 2011. It began to recruit undergraduates
of English major since 1998. The English undergraduate program aims to cultivate competent
English-language professionals with a solid foundation in English, basic specialized knowledge,
cross-cultural communication ability, strong critical thinking as well as political integrity. In the four
years of study, students are required to grasp the skills of English listening, speaking, reading,
writing and translating, to have oral and written communication properly and fluently with people
in English and to possess the ability of doing translation and interpretation fluently and accurately
in fields of science and technology, culture and trade. In addition, they’ll acquire the knowledge of
the second language up to the intermediate level.

Based on the demand of the society for foreign language professionals and the needs of
integrating moral education and personality development of the students, the program aims at
cultivating the English professionals with comprehensive development of morality, intelligence,
physique, aesthetics and labor, as well as professionals with a solid English language foundation,
rich knowledge in English language and culture, and proficient English language skills. They will
be qualified with good comprehensive language ability, excellent cultural identity and cross-cultural
communication skills as well as good morality, cultural self-confidence, innovative and cooperative
spirit, so that they can engage in various related jobs in foreign affairs, translation, education and
other fields after graduation.

2. Academic Requirement

After the four years of learning, graduates of the English major are qualified to work as
translators, administrators, teachers and researchers in such fields as economy, media, culture,
education, scientific research, tourism and foreign affairs.

Quality Requirements: To equip students with morally sound values and outlook on the world
and life, good moral character, patriotism, global vision, social responsibility, literacy in humanity
and science, cooperative ability, innovative potential and academic competence.

Knowledge Requirements: Students are to be furnished with a broad range of knowledge of English
language, literature and translation, knowledge of the history, culture and social reality of English-speaking
countries and social reality and traditional culture of China, preliminary theories, methodologies and academic
norms in the field of English language and literature and in the field of translation.

Competence Requirements: Students are required to be proficient in English listening, speaking, reading,
writing, translating and interpreting, to be competent in English literature appreciation, interpretation and
translation, to be capable of acquiring and updating professional knowledge, thinking critically and doing
academic research, to be creative and innovative in their specialty and to be fluent in their second foreign
language.

3. Main Disciplines
Foreign languages and literature.
4. Length of Schooling and Degree

The length of schooling is four years of full-time study. Students will be awarded the Bachelor
Degree of Arts when they have completed the required minimum credits and have met all other
requirements.

5. Core Courses

Integrated Skills of English, English Reading, Audio-visual-oral English, English Debate, Writing,
English Phonetics, The Culture of Major English-Speaking Countries, A Survey of Chinese Culture,



Advanced English, Advanced English Discussion of Audio-visual Materials, Reading
Academic Literature, Selected Readings from Newspapers & Periodicals, An Introduction to
Western Culture, British Literature: Selected Readings, American Literature: Selected Readings,
General Linguistics, Elementary Translation, Topic-based Translation, Elementary Interpretation,
Topic-based Interpretation, English for Earth Sciences: Reading and Translation, Western
Civilization, Translation of Business English, Research Methodology and Academic Writing.
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